
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those  
parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation participates in word  
or song are noted in bold type.                                 Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE         Variations on an Italian Pavane    Antonio de Cabezón  

* CALL TO WORSHIP: (based on Psalm 81:10-16) 

Leader:  I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of Egypt. 

People:  But we did not listen to God's voice. 

Leader:  We did not submit to God's will. 

People:  We chose to follow our own counsel. 

Leader:  Yet God still longs for us to follow God's ways. 

People:  Ways that feed us like the finest of wheat and honey, and   
  satisfy us. 

* HYMN 488  The God of Abraham Praise  Leoni 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

CALL TO CONFESSION   

  LIVE  boldly 

  SHARE  boundlessly 

  GROW  community 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, gathered here are people from east and west and from 
north and south.  Here among us are those who are in need - and 
those who are able to give generously from hearts overflowing with 
your love.  Grant that this time may be one in which we honor your 
name and are inspired by your ways.  Turn us around to look for the 
ways in which we can be used for healing and hope.  Enable us to be 
in ministry to those in need and to care for this world, doing all that 
we do for the sake of your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE        Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

COMMISSIONING OF PCUSA YOUNG ADULT VOLUNTEERS 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

* HYMN 326  Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart  Morecambe 

+ Children  leave for Church School.  Youth remain in Worship. + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 2:4-13 

ANTHEM If With All Your Heart (from “Elijah”) Mendelssohn 
CARSON BAKER, TENOR 

SECOND LESSON Luke 14:1,7-14 

SERMON              “Sowing”              Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY               Touch Your People Again  Pelle Karlsson   
CARSON BAKER, TENOR 

* THE DOXOLOGY                        Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 408 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life  Germany 

* BENEDICTION     

POSTLUDE  Voluntary in G Heron  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Jeremiah 2:4-13 (NRSV) 
 Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families 
of the house of Israel. 5Thus says the LORD: What wrong did your 
ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went after worthless 
things, and became worthless themselves? 6They did not say, “Where is 
the LORD who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the 
wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep 
darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one lives?” 7I 
brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But 
when you entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an 
abomination. 8The priests did not say, “Where is the LORD?” Those who 
handle the law did not know me; the rulers transgressed against me; the 
prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things that do not profit. 
 9Therefore once more I accuse you, says the LORD, and I accuse 
your children’s children. 10Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to 
Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been such a thing. 
11Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my 
people have changed their glory for something that does not profit.  
 12Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, 
says the LORD, 13for my people have committed two evils: they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for 
themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water. 
 
Luke 14:1,7-14 (NRSV) 
 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a  
leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching 
him closely. 
 
 7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he 
told them a parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding 
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But 
when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when 
your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you 
will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For 



 

 

all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 12He said also to the one who had invited 
him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends 
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may 
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And 
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid 
at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

 
 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 

Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Alan Aluska, Captain 

                  Sophie Kang  Kate Matsuda        Lois Strauss  

 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Richard Bennett. Richard has been a 
member of First Presbyterian Church since 1997 and is serving his third  
term on the Session as an elder. He is a member, and past chairman, of the 
Worship and Music Committee and a member of the Building and Grounds 
Committee. Richard is a professional architect and principal of Bonanomi & 
Bennett Architects here in Englewood and is presently working with local 
school boards and building low income housing in Paterson. Richard is a  
past member of the Board of Trustees of Habitat for Humanity of Bergen 
County, past member of the Elisabeth Morrow School Board of Trustees  
and past president of the Englewood Rotary Club. Richard’s daughter,  
Margot Bennett, is a vocalist and musician living in New York City. 
 
The Special Candle on the Worship table celebrates the birth of  
Keaton Hans Hely-Bigler on July 26, 2016, son of Brendan Bigler and  
Shannon Hely, grandson of Peter Bigler and Martha Dawson, and nephew 
of Katie and Lauren Bigler. 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This week’s COFFEE & CONVERSATION is coordinated by Bruce & 
Rosetta Forshee and Marcy Steele. FPC FUNDRAISER HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY GLOBAL VILLAGE. Join us during Coffee & Conversation 
for a fundraiser event to help support Bruce & Rosetta Forshee and Marcy 
Steele as they represent FPC in their Habitat Mission Work in Flathead Valley, 
MT. Learn while you enjoy a special C & C menu offering! If you would like to 
make a direct donation to the team email Bruce: bruceforshee@gmail.com. 
 
CARE MINISTRIES Committee meets on Monday, August 29 at  
3:15 p.m. in the Meeting Room. 
 
Do you have an UPDATED PARISH DIRECTORY? Pick up a copy  
at the Welcome Center or Information Center. 
 
Visit the INFORMATION CENTER for Five Wishes in English or Spanish 
or Korean, Prayer Card, Life Line brochure, Prescription Discount card,  
and a Magnetized form for your refrigerator to list your medications in  
case of an emergency.  
 
Also available is the AUGUST NEWSLETTER AND PARENT CUES 
for every family from our Orange Curriculum. 
 
BIBLE STUDY: WEDNESDAY LUNCH & LEARN from 12 -1 p.m. in 
the Meeting Room.  On the first Wednesday of every month (9/7, 10/5, 11/2 
and 12/7) Pastor Kellie will lead an informal discussion about a Book of the 
Bible or a topic in the Bible. Bring your lunch and enjoy the discussion. Topics 
will be announced 1 week in advance and no prep is needed.  
 
In 2 weeks on Sunday 9/11, the LABYRINTH on the LAWN will be 
hosted from 9 - 11 a.m. and from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Stop before Worship to 
walk, to pray for peace in the world, and to remember the victims of 9/11.  
 
FPC KICKOFF SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11: Join us for the start of the 
FPC program year! Welcome back to the FPC Chancel Choir at the 11 a.m. 
worship service.  
 
INTERESTED IN JOINING FPC? Membership is simply your affirmation 
that this is your church home for this season of your life.  If this sounds right 
for you, please come to meet with Rev. Hong and some members of the 
Session in the East Room on Sunday, September 11, either at 12:30 p.m. 
(after the morning service) or 5:00 p.m. (prior to Crossroads). 
 



 

 

THE ORIGAMI AND PAPER ARTS GROUP is pleased to report that 
they are making Christmas cards to sell.  The proceeds from the cards will 
be in support of our SPARK HOPE campaign for rebuilding our sanctuary. 
Many "nimble" fingers are needed to help us complete these beautiful works-
of-art. There are jobs for everyone. Yvonne Crichton is leading and she 
needs your talent. Even if you think that YOU are not an artist, she will find 
another capacity for YOU to make a contribution of service. The group 
meets every Sunday (after church service) in the Meeting Room at 1p.m. OR 
on Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. at Yvonne's home, located on Palisades 
Avenue (across from church). Contact: yvonne.crichton.denbow@gmail.com  
or 201 567-6258.  Come join the fun and the satisfaction of "helping out"! 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields,  
T.K. Lau, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder, Carol Schulzrinne,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Bruce Forshee, Rosetta Forshee, John Fraser, Akira Fujitsuka, Audrey Harrison, 
Linda Heitner, Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn, Nicole Kim, Kate Matsuda, Sara Lee, Charlene Niland,  
Beverly Rhinehart, Jeff Spady. 
Co-Moderators: Paul Kang & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong & Dorothy VanderWerf 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

THE REVEREND KELLIE ANDERSON-PICALLO - DIRECTOR OF MISSION STRATEGY 
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - FAMILY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR  

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
MARY STEVENS - BOOKKEEPER 
JOHN REYNOLDS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 


